R.M.S. TITANIC 


Aprit 14, 1912. 
LUNOHEON. 
CONSOMME FERMIER COCKIE LEEKIE 
FiırLets OF BRILL 
EGG A L'ARGENTEUIL 
CHICKEN A LA MARYLAND 
CORNED Beer, VEGETABLES, DUMPLINGS 


FROM THE GRILL. 
GRILLED Mutton CHOoPs 


MASHED, FRIED & BAKED JACKET POTATOES 


CuSTARD Puooina 


APPLE MERINGUE PASTRY 
BUFFET. 
SALMON MAYONNAISE POTTEO SHRIMPS 
NORWEGIAN ANCHOVIES Souseo HERRINGS 


PLAIN & SMOKED SARDINES 
Roast Beer 
ROUND or Spiceo Beer 
VEAL & Ham Pile 
VIRGINIA & CUMBERLAND Ham 
BOLOGNA SAUSAGE : BRAWN 
GALANTINE OF CHICKEN 
CorRNED Ox TomQue 


LETTUCE BEETROOT TOMATOES 
CHEESE. 
CHESHIRE, STILTON, GORGONZOLA, EDAM, 
CAMEMBERT, ROQUEFORT, ST. IVEL. 
CHEDDAR 


Iced draught Munich Lager Beer 3d. de 6d. a Tankard. 


Printed at the bottom of an original “Rosemead menu” are the words Iced draught Munich Lager Beer 3d. € 6d. a 
Tankard. followed by a thin black line and the bank information: Courtesy of the FIRST CITY BANK 123 South Lake 
Ave., Pasadena and Valley at Rosemead Blvd., Rosemead, Calif. (not shown in this menu) Over all measurement is 
about 7 x 10 inches. The First City Bank's advertisement was cut off this menu decreasing its size to approximately 7 x 9 
3/8 inches. Other menus have bits of the thin black line showing depending on how carefully the last sentence was 
trimmed. 
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THE “TITANIC MENU” 


This story appeared in the Commutator a few decades ago as a public service. It began 
while in Denver in April, 1999 at a Titanic Historical Society convention. On TV one 
evening, a menu was shown on PBS's, “Antiques Roadshow”. The owner from Boston 
claimed it was an original from the Titanic estimated to be worth $75,000.00. 


A few months later, an antique gallery in Texas claimed they had a Titanic menu that was 
to be auctioned online. The menu was found on the back of a framed picture and was given 
a hefty appraisal. And, as this article was being composed, another was being offered by a 
dealer of fine books and manuscripts and a color photograph of the menu appeared on the 
front cover of company’s catalogue. 


These examples were alarming not only because of their reputed worth but also because 
the menus aren't what was assumed. Before the Internet, up until the 1980s, reproductions 
of Titanic mementos usually caused no problem. As you know the Society and 7C’s Press 
offered facsimiles of brochures, etc. for decades. The THS logo was added to identify the 
item from the original but that wasn’t always the case when other copies were manufactured. 
Most of the time, little harm was done except perhaps for some wounded pride when an 
owner discovered the supposed original wasn’t. Titanic collectibles were not in high demand. 
For the most part, the buyer was happy and the seller was happy because the prices were fair 
and the buyer generally wanted the piece for his own pleasure. 


Since the world-wide exposure and success of Jim Cameron’s movie, “TITANIC” 
combined with the expansion of the Internet, the antique and collectibles markets exploded. 
Not only did interest skyrocket but the opportunity to make large profits was irresistible. 
There was a wealth of “Titanic” memorabilia and some of the results haven't been good. 
Now, with advanced technology capable of reproducing quality counterfeit copies the 
problem is even worse but that is another story for another time. 


The Titanic menu discussed here has a history that began in 1962 and has fooled a lot of 
people — including a Titanic survivor in Britain who tried to sell hers to the Society in the 
1970s when a decade before that same menu was given as a gift to every THS member, 
including her as an Honor Member, that was inserted in The Titanic Commutator. Apparently 
in a memory lapse, she had forgotten. 


Prior to the formal organization of The Titanic Historical Society (then TEA in 1963), the 
late Richard F Oden, who was a charter member and whose interest in the disaster paralleled 
founder and President Edward Kamuda had met via a publicity campaign. Mr. Oden was 
Vice President of the First City Bank of Rosemead, California and President of that city’s 
Chamber of Commerce, and was the sponsor of a promotion designed to “put our city on 
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the map” [his words] and commemorate the 50th anniversary of the sinking. Judging by the 
legacy of this menu, Rosemead was remembered. 


One of several publicity releases from the Rosemead Chamber of Commerce: 


ROSEMEAD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ROSEMEAD’S TITANIC NIGHT TO 
REMEMBER APRIL 14 


NEWS RELEASE APRIL 1962 


The City of Rosemead through the Chamber of Commerce is commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of the sinking of the RMS Titanic. In a program to be given on April 14 at the 
Rosemead High School, the exact date 50 years later, the dinner to be served will duplicate 
the same meal served the last night afloat and reproductions of that menu will be given to 
each in attendance. This menu is exact as to colors, papers, and printing. A survivor, Edwina 
[nee Troutt] Corrigan will relate her experiences that night to remember, a reproduction of 
the first wireless call for help as sent out by the Titanic at 11:58 will be heard. Noted TV, 
screen, and other prominent guests have been invited. Actual pictures of this ship, both still 
and motion pictures made in 1912 will be shown. A a climax to the evening, a feature 
motion picture of the story of the Titanic will be screened. 


The commemoration of the event is extremely timely, not only from the 50th 
anniversary, but with the news report of March 17 that there will be an official re-opening 
of the sinking of the Titanic inquiry by British ship owners within the next few weeks. New 
evidence has apparently been obtained by Captain Stanley Lord in an effort to clear his 
name of the stigma given to him by both the inquiries of the British Board of Trade and the 
United States Senate Titanic Investigation Committee in 1912. 


The Rosemead Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring this program as a recognition of 
the tremendous and continuing interest in this greatest of all sea tragedies. The program, 
including dinner, will be held at the Rosemead High School starting at 7:30 P.M. on 
Saturday, April 14. Tickets are priced at $4.50. The school is located at the corners of 
Rosemead Blvd. and Mission Street in Rosemead. Tickets may be obtained from the 
Chamber of Commerce, 9048 Valley Blvd., Rosemead, either by by calling at the office or by 
mail. Pictures and news items may also be obtained from the Chamber Office for use by 
news media. 

After the April 14, 1962 “Titanic Night to Remember” event some of the extra menus 
made their way around Rosemead and beyond. There was a hundred or so menus left over 
from the print run and were given to Ed Kamuda. What is not known by most people but of 
critical importance to this explanation is, the Society in its early years had more Titanic 
survivors (approximately forty) as Honor Members than dues-paying members—the 1960s 
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were very tough years for a young organization to grow—but that’s another story except to 
say, there was practically no interest in the ship then. 


In 1967 Kamuda enclosed one in each Commutator as a gift, one of the surprise extras he 
shared with the membership when the opportunity arose. With that mailing, it was 
distributed worldwide wherever members lived. Now you know how the menu appeared in 
the personal belongings of so many survivors. It is understandable over a few decades as 
each passed away and as their families sorted through their possessions, coming across that 
menu with the date and name of the ship would be a cause for excitement. It was perfectly 
reasonable for them to assume it was the real thing. 


They must have raised some interest because Mr. Oden mentioned the menus in a 1974 
letter to Mr. Kamuda saying that local antique dealers were selling them at $5.00 to 
$15.00...and some had left on the bank’s name! 


Printed at the bottom of the “Rosemead menu” are the words followed by a thin black 
line and the bank information below that: Iced draught Munich Lager Beer 3d. & 6d. a 
Tankard. (line one) 

Courtesy of the FIRST CITY BANK 123 
South Lake Ave., Pasadena and Valley at 
Rosemead Blvd., Rosemead, Calif. (line 
two) 


Over all measurement is about 7 x 10 
inches. When the First City Bank’s 


advertisement was cut off on some menus Trirte Screw Streami TITANIC" 
their size decreased to approximately 7 x 9 oe CLASS 

3/8 inches. Others have bits of the thin black Apr 12, 1912. 
line showing depending on how carefully the LUNCHEON. 


last sentence was trimmed. The one on the cuits 


cover of the latest catalogue referred to 
. ; ; f SPAGHETTI au GRATIN 
earlier had the entire line intact. 
CORNED BEEF, VEGETABLES, DUMPLINGS 


The Chambers description on their news Roast MUTTON 
1 - Thi ; tast lor aver Baxen JACKET POTATOES 
release: This menu is exact as to colors, papers, ER 
and printing...isn’t really accurate as the devil ee Marrron Ran 
is in the details. The colors, font [or type] Sausace Ox Tonaue 
PICKLES SALAO 


resemble an original however the papers 


: ee TAPOCA P 
texture, weight and finish aren’t correct and Meere 


APPLE TART 
some letters are filled in making them FRESH Fruit 


muddier in appearance. What is most Creces Biscurrs 
Correr 


important, however, are specifics which 
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distinguish this menu from the real one. According to White Star historian, Paul Louden- 
Brown, who supplied information about the menus-the menus were produced in several 
standard sizes on White Star vessels which would naturally include the Titanic. Menu sizes 
and formats didn’t change until the post-war period. This particular one [the “Rosemead 
menu”] does not relate to any size the 
company used. 


For some reason, there are individuals 
who think Titanics menus were different from 
those used on the other White Star Line 
ships. They weren't. Stationery, log cards, 
menu cards, etc. produced for White Star 
were supplied by the Liverpool Printing and 
Stationery Co. in standard sizes. Menu cards 
and other pre-printed blanks were letterpress 
printed in the ships own printshop (top 
right). These same blanks, the ones made for = ae n 
first-class, had edges of 22k gold-another FE CA az 
underlying element of understated elegance— Print shop aboard a White Star liner. 
subtle appearances that White Star adopted on 


everyday items reflecting a standard for 
quality. The spacing between the printed ix = 


words varied-slightly different fonts/type were 


used since the type was set by hand and a ® 
R.M.S “TITANIC. 


printer often adopted his own style using what 
Arm. 3. en 


was available onboard. As one runs a finger 
across a White Star menu the impressions 


made from the type can be felt whereas the na Kiss 
ovato 


Hoes ouwer Vane 


| 
| 


“Rosemead menu” is smooth. ; 
Hacewt, HOLLANDAISE | 


Most importantly, everything on paper in Suretue or Cwosen A ia STANLEY 
i i : : Mionons a Mugnmoows i 
first-class on White Star vessels during this raph $ 

] i Reset Ducauna Arme Sauce 
period-whether it was letterheads, menus, mia > i 
notices, wine lists, stationery/envelopes, etc., AA 


Ganr à Bone Potarces 


was thermographically printed. Thermography 


is a chemical process which produced a glossy, Quen on Toast a Cates i 


Sarao l 
raised image by using heat or infrared light. 
The image was first printed by letterpress Ruaan Tant 
using an adhesive ink which was coated with a 
Ouer Correr 


fusible resin containing pigment (red for the 
burgee) and metallic powder (gold for the l ? 4 
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company logo, Oceanic Steam Navigation Co. [OSNC] as 
examples. (Of those illustrated in this article, the ship names are 
also thermographically printed). When passed under a heater or 
infrared lamp the coating fused and raised to give a sharp, clean 
image. From the reverse side of the paper or card the process 
resembles blind embossing. The White Star Line burgee/pennant, 
company logo and the ship’s name, were therefore, “raised” on 
first-class menus, etc. (example, left) Upon examining the 
“Rosemead menu” the White Star burgee, OSNC logo and “S.S. 
Titanic” isn’t raised, but simply printed in red, gold and black ink. 
That's the critical detail. 


Thermographic printing was used on White Star Line vessels at least as early as 1873. It 
was costly because of the large number of sheets spoiled in the process and also because 
passengers took more sheets of letter paper than they needed. Therefore by the mid-1920s 
White Star began to replace this type of printed stationery with conventional letterpress or 
offset lithography printed items. 


When Sotheby’s Marine Sale Catalogue for 2 December, 2003 arrived, we looked through 
the lovely items illustrated and when we saw page 81, Lot 201, it was, in the memorable 


RMS, “TITANIC,” Arm. 14, 1912. 
THIRD OLASS. 
BREAKFAST. 

Oarmea, Pornos à Mik 
Suoxso Hermnos, Jacker POTATOES 
Ham a Ecos 
a Facon Barao a Butter A 
MARMALADE Sweoesn BARADO Y 

Tea Correr SL, 


Sweer Conn Bonen POTATOES 
Prim Pupo Sweet Sauce 73 
From 
TEA. 
Cor» Meat 
Creros PICKLER 
Freosn Bacao a BUTTER 
pet $ a Steweo Fics a Rick 


A M.S TITANIC CAFÉ PARI BIEN, 
7 


Stewed. 2 Tor purposes of Menlitkecios, such Stereard wenns a 
wumbered bedje en the am 
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phrase of Yogi Berra, déja vu all over again. Another one of those menus was being offered by 
descendents of 1st class passenger Gretchen Longley. 


Mrs. Leopold was an Honor Member of this organization so it's certain she received hers 
in the 1967 issue of the Commutator. An interesting occurrence when she received her 
journal—she noted her name was missing in the list of new members (that used to be 
published as a regular feature) and wrote to Edward Kamuda, the text of her 
correspondence: 


Thursday [March 5 1964] 
Dear Mr. Edward Kamuda, 

Your book on the Titanic arrived this morning and I was greatly surprised my 
name was missing [Titanic Commutator listed new members; her name appeared in 
the next (June 1964) issue] as Mr. Lord devoted to me in The Good Years. My name is 
Gretchen Longley — it is now Mrs. R. S. Leopold, Amber Arms Apt. Phila. 19. Pa. 

I was traveling 1st class with my two aunts and we were all scared getting off in 
the 4th boat. They are dead now — you'll find their names. Miss Kornelia T. Andrews 
and Mrs John C. Hogeboom. 

Gretchen Leopold 


KEE 


Sotheby’s Provenance: This menu was in the handbag of first class passenger Miss 
Gretchen Fiske Longley when she escaped from the Titanic in lifeboat number 10. There is a 
clear fold mark across the centre of the menu to suggest that it had been folded and put in a 
small bag. Miss Longley from Hudson, New York was 16 when she boarded the Titanic. 
According to family tradition she embarked at Southampton — contrary to public opinion that 
she boarded at Cherbourg — on Wednesday 10* April.* She was traveling with two elderly 
companions who also survived the tragedy. 


* Although it may be family tradition, according to the Board of Trade records of passengers who embarked at 
Southampton and Queenstown, Miss Longley is not listed. She boarded Titanic at Cherbourg with many others in 
Ist class. Editor. 


e READERS WRITE + READERS WRITE + READERS WRITE * READERS WRITE + 


The Titanic Historical Society's president, Edward Kamuda, wrote to us about fake Titanic memorabilia on the market. The society, 
www. TitanicHistoricalSocicty.org, is dedicated to preserving the doomed ship's history. 

Kamuda saw a column we wrote that mentioned a Titanic luncheon menu dated April 14, 1912, that auctioned in 1999 for $74,750. 
It was mounted on the back of a painting of the Titanic purchased in England in 1971. The auctioned menu, he’s convinced, is a repro- 
duction made for a Titanic party in Rosemead, California, in 1962. Kamuda raised questions about the menu when it first surfaced and 
outlined his reasons for questioning its authenticity: 

+ The auctioned menu is 9 1/4 by 7 inches, larger than the original, postcard-size menus. 

+ There is a line across the bettom of the auctioned menu that is not on originals. The 1962 copies have a line across the bottom 
above the name and address of Rosemead’s First City Bank, which paid for the copies. It looks as though someone cut off the bank's 
information on the auctioned menu. q 

+ The auctioned menu, like the reproduction, is missing quotation marks after “Titanic” in the heading and has a “floating” apostro- 
phe under the letter D in the word Cumberland. 


e HOTLINE + HOTLINE « HOTLINE + HOTLINE » HOTLINE + HOTLINE + HOTLINE + 
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Catherine Southon, Head of Scientific Instruments, Marine and Mechanical Music at 
Sotheby's was handling a portion of the auction, was contacted by the THS. She said that the 
menu had been withdrawn from sale and that Sotheby’s was very pleased to be contacted by 


the Society and 
learn about its 
history. 


I hope this is 
the final chapter 
in the story of 
that menu and it 
never again 
appears in a 
catalogue or on 
eBay--but I 
wouldn't bet on 
it. 

... Karen Kamuda 


Examples of 
thermiographic 
printing in 1905 on 
White Star liners: 
1st class menus 
from Celtic and 
Canopic. 


The menu cards 
were purposely 
made small enough 
to fit into a man’s 
pocket or a | 
woman's purse. This 
was the Company’s | 
way of advertising- 
figuring passengers 
would keep them 
and show people 
back home what 
good food and 
luxury was available 
on White Star 
vessels. 

(Kamuda collection) 


, == 


= 
® 


Consomme Bruno. ea 


5 Facen Loasten 
Picxteo Ovstena Poro Semmes 


$.s."CELTIC! 
Aug. 23th, 1905, 
Sooren Bron 


Hf- 
Chikenn Pot Pa 
Roast Diar, Browmeo Potatois 
To Ondar- 
Ba. uso Murton Cors 
Faewon Fmao ano Baxeı Jacker Potaroas 


Hamcor Murron 


CILO-~ 
Bo.oswa Saupras 35.76 Head Roast Beer 
dns Ayrıam 
Vea. an> Ham Pie Goaso Ham 


SADO ROJA OF Doneo Baer 
MOLES) Ox Toxase dea of Bacon 


Lerruce Tomatoes Beetroot 


Bazao AND Burren Puomma 
Steweo Prunes A Rızı Jey TARTIATS 


| 


Curras-Gorannzorna, St iver, CHE, AMEMICAN, 
Cawtversr avo Sruron 


a 


x 
@ ke. 


sume Tre "Os 


Porat Bvomer 
oom TO, Loaren Divot | 


Pasar Steck Our ria Dar 
Cueto Ca o a ice 
Neos a Soom o Boy, Moment Anan 
Sanat OF Murros, Mio Ora nr Jour 
Ducaymı Apr Sauce 
Bias» Bruns Deemies Gamser Gorro Ace 
Omen a Mono Porrroca 


Meri "i Coon 


Sagan 


Limos Pones 
Owen Den was, Maro Sauce 


Swe Aou 
Parao» tot Catas 


Sauren a & inotame 
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& 8.5."CANOPIC’ 


INDEPENDENCE DAY, 


hte 


JULY 47H, 1908. 
| armas Gaart Faust Onances 
f Quaxen Oats SMREOOEO Wrear 


Fato Fiounvens pesto Heaaines 


Romeo Cicas uvea 
Hamvann Sauveace 
Frmcassce or Tere & Onions 
Yorn Ham, mokro WATeHine Bacon 
Bowes Jacker E Masio Potarous 
To Omer- 

Sımom Sreans 
Fatro» Faro Potatoes 
Faito, Scaavsisn a Gongso Eoas = 

Owe.ertes- Pant & Gwter 
Cao Mears 


Warencaraa = 
v ano Goanaw Rotis 
Murriná 


i Scones Com Dumas 
Sruawuennr Consteve ‘ 


= 
Do 


June 19TH 1906 


Misas ape 


Crneauine 
Brollero Anota Fian Caxes 
LOcH FYNE Henna & Jacker Poraroen 


Bronto Sioi STEAK, Sauce Benmarsa 
Minoto Vear 
Hamsunoa STAR 
lm Stew 
Cuanto Tree a Rice 
Gauero Murron Cuora 
Gumermano Haw Witana Bacow 
Frico a Sauts Poraroes 
TO omen 
Eoas, Soweo, Figo, POACHEO. Sereno, ETO. 
OMELFTTES Assonteo 


Coco Meare Raownen 
Vinna a Gaanam Rous Oar Cakes 
Murras GmiboL« Caxes 
Goossuaeey Conserve MARMALADE 
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